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Bast Geyman Imports from the West which are of Crucisl Importance to the
East German Economy #

I, When imports from West Germany are elimineted from East Germany's
import trade with the Free World, nearly all of the few East Geyman import
items whieh are of erucial importence to the Best German economy are
removed. OF signifieance in East Germanyfs current supply and require-
ments position are the following fmports:

Sulphur: Sixty-five percent (180,000 tons) of the domestic use of
sulphur in 1954 vas imported from Norway, {64,000 tons) Spain, Ttely,
Fortugel snd Yugoslavia in the form of pyrites. The primery use of sulphur
1ies in the manufacture of sulphuric ecid, a commodity which 1s e sine qua
non of all infustriel economies. If this quantity of sulphur wers not
aveilable to Esst Germany, the Bloe cculd meke wp the dfficit if necessmry,
but only st a simsble additlonal ecost.

Industrial Dismonds: East Germany, like the entire Bloc, is socmpletely

dependent on western sources, primarily the Unien of Bouth Afries and

Belgisn Oongo for this commodity. Despite the faot thet industrisl dismonds

are gubject to {OCCGHM embargo, beceuse of the esse with which they cen be

smggled, it can be presumed that Best Germeny's primery requirements sre
~hasest—

being filled. In 1954 ebout 89,000 karats wers imported; imports of 9,000

kerats were plammed for 1955.

* Excluding Western Cermany.
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Syperphosphatess About one~helf of the emount of superphosphetes
used domestically in 1954 wes imported from western sources, primerily
from France, (28,000 tons) end the Benelux countries (34,000 tons).

Borex: The entire amount of borax used domesticelly in Eest Germeany
is Lmported Trom the West, largely from the United Kingdom, Belgium and the
Netherlends. In 1954, East Germany plamed to import sbout 3,000 metric
tons of borax. Through September 1954 epproximately 1,575 metric toms
bed besn imported. Although the Bloe could probsbly supply replacements
for these imports, should they be cut off, it would only be at soneidersbly
nigher real gost, singe Bloc supplies of borcn-containing miners) deposits
are of appsrently low guality.

thelens: About cne-quarter of the totel amount used domestically
comes from wesbern sources, primarily the Netherlesnds {2,500 toms),
IT. Among other imports from the west which are probsbly of crusisl importance
ko partioular infustries, the following items appesr importent:

Transformer sheet (core less than 1.l wetts)}: Formerly most of this

sheet was obtained from West Jermany but now increasing emounts are also
cobtained from the United Kingdom snd France.
gheett This has been incrveasingly difficult to obtein from the

USSR; the Unlted Xingdom and Sweden ave probeble suppliers,
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sought vherever they can be dbtalned.

Photogelatint About 75 percent of the emount used domestieally in
Hugt Germeny 1s importedy of this iwports from the west {primerily
Belgiun end France) are of significant, although wsinowns, quentities.
IIX. The scocmpanying teble shows Bost Germen treds with the west as
reported by the Department of Compsrce. Attesplts to reconcile these
daba with reports from other sources availeble to LYITR are cwrrently

being wdertalen bul no conclusions are yet possible,
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Eest Germany's Imports from end Exports to Ron-Bleg Qountries

{Including West Germany)

Source: U,8, Department of Commerce.

Count

TOTAL

A simd————.

United States
Cannda

QEEC COUNIRIES

Austria
Belgliun~Taxenbourg
Denmark

France

Germany, Federal Republic

Greece

Iceland

Ireland

Italy and Trieste
Netherlands

QTHER WESTERN FUROFE

Finland

8pain
Yugoslavia

HEAR EAST AND AFRICA

Egypt

Gold Coast

Israel

Iebenon

Rigevria

Freunch West Africa
Algeris

Belglan Congo
French ¥orocco
Malte

Sudean

Syria

Union of South Africs

FAR BAST
Indisa
Jepan
Mslaye
Ceylon

OCEARYA

Australia
Rew Zezalend

LATIN AMERICA
Argentina

- -

{In thousends of U.B. dollsrs)

1954 I -June 1 LY
: Sl -y <
253,910 235,96 105,91k 123, 744
599 3,79k 199 2,486
b/ *7hs 32 *207
23,538 18,5k %626 102,65
10,035 7,k 5,348 L, 784
6,697 5,784 3,298 2,180
ﬂg:%g 12153250 5,2%9 7,57k
il 2 1,097
wh,b69 104,731 A5,7HL 53,265
3,39 2,11 » 266 592
1,014 1,356 375 713
1 339 1 35
6,018 4,611 2,409 2,385
25,399 11,801 k,827 5,262
7,801 11,090 k432 3,565
1 101 3
TE WE e
3,32 3,5
8:051 5:323 8:856 8:606
5,939 k7 1,357 2,988
11,816 19,879 5,473 10,5%9
nryr ny ——— —
918 224 687 830
2,108 1,03 1,545 1,2
» 1 '] 28 ] 3_3/ :3%
21 - - 50
13 209 -—emen
Ll 176 16 ghe
-——— T nr or
- 3 —— -
[—— 2 ar nr
- 36 - 3
— 7 ———
—— 1,656 nr nr
—— 5 Lt
- 356 nr 163
50 Loy 32 285
2,45 5,270 1,67 3,243
23 657 b 153
- 56 nr 19
14 1,453 k66 3
360 ’ b/ 1%
198 — nr nr

-

@« FPreliminary date for L9 reporting countries,

end insurence.

unsdjusted for freight
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